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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Board of Board of Selectmen  
Meeting of September 22, 2020 
Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen (BOS) was held on Tuesday September 22, 2020 at 5:30 pm. Due to the 
COVID19 Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting took place virtually on Zoom.  
 
The Town of Wenham has a three-member Board of Board of Selectmen elected for three-year terms with one seat up for 
election each year. John Clemenzi (2021); Jack Wilhelm (2022); Gary Cheeseman (2023). 
The Board of Board of Selectmen serve as the chief executive body of the Town. The board's duties include in part appointing 
the Town Administrator and other board/committee members, developing goals and policies, preparing the town report, the 
annual budget, and presenting the warrant for Town Meeting.  The Board typically meets the first & third Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30pm in Town Hall.  The BOS meetings are posted on the Town calendar.  All meetings are open to the public and 
may be viewed on local cable channels HWCAM.org or You Tube HWCAM.   
Please be advised that this open meeting is being broadcast live via Zoom and recorded for playback on-line, video on-demand viewing at hwcam.org. 
The listings of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair 48 hours before said meeting, which may be discussed at the meeting. Not all items 
listed may in fact be discussed. Items may be taken out of order and at times that differ from those listed below. Other items not listed may also be 
brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. All participants wishing to address the Board of Board of Selectmen must indicate so in the 
zoom meeting chat.  
 
Call to Order - With a quorum present, Mr. Wilhelm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 
Board of Selectmen present: Jack Wilhelm, Chair; John Clemenzi, Vice Chair; Gary Cheeseman 
Also present: Anthony Ansaldi, Town Administrator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary  
 
Executive Session • Interim Finance Director 
The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to enter into executive session under M.G.L. Ch. 30A, § 21 (a)(2) To conduct strategy in 
preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel and 
return to open session. 
The Board of Selectmen returned to open session at 5:53 pm and recessed until 6:30 pm 
 
Present at 6:30 pm for open session: Dianne Bucco, Town Clerk; Chris Holak, Interim Finance Director; Sherrie LeBlanc, 
Treasurer/ Collector; Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator; Maribeth Ting, Public Nurse; Police Chief Perkins; Police 
Deputy Chief DiNapoli; Fire Chief Kavanagh; Deputy Fire Chief Baxter; Jim Reynolds, Director Counsel on Aging 
Maribeth Banios, HWRSD Superintendent; School Committee members: Michelle Bailey, Chair; Anna Siedzik 
 
Announcements 
• Open Space & Recreation Committee’s Wenham Public Trail Map Available at wenhamma.gov  
• Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day, Saturday, October 3, 9am – 12pm at the Hamilton DPW Yard, 577 Bay Road.  
• Request for Letters of Interest for Board & Committee Openings: Conservation Commission, Hamilton-Wenham Cultural 

Council, Iron Rail Commission, Open Space & Recreation Committee, Veterans Committee, Zoning Board of Appeals 
Associate Members (3)  

 
Reports  
Town Administrator  
Ø Town Administrator Report September 22, 2020  
Ø Senior Care Board of Directors will be awarding the annual Board of Directors award to nine Council on Aging/Senior 

Center Directors including COA Director Jim Reynold. Mr. Ansaldi congratulated Mr. Reynolds.  
Ø Department of Public Works Director Bill Tyack has informed the town of his intention to retire on January 2, 2021.  Mr. 

Tyack served as DPW Director for almost 15 years.  
Ø Wenham partnered with Casella for two rounds of bagged leaf pick-up on November 21,2020 and December 5,2020.  

Leaves must be in brown paper bags or barrels and on the curb by 7am; loose leaves on the curb will not be collected. 
 
Consent Agenda 
Vote: The Board of Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to approve the consent agenda including the following: 
A. Open Session meeting minutes of August 25, 2020 and September 8, 2020 and the Executive 
Session meeting minutes of September 8, 2020, which should be held. 
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New Business 
• Joint Meeting with the Wenham Housing Authority – one open seat 
Commission appointment until Annual Town Election – applicants Martha B. Carr and Michael G. Therrien 
The Board of Selectmen and Housing Authority met jointly to interview and make a joint appointment, with the remaining 
members of the Housing Authority, in accordance with MGL C.121B, §5 and C.41, §11, through the May 2021 Annual Town 
Election. Two applications were received: Martha B. Carr & Michael G. Therrien. 

Ø Letter from J. Wilhelm to Mr. Blanchard July 28, 2020 
Ø Letters of Interest; M. Therrien & Martha Carr 

 
Housing Authority present: Bruce Blanchard, Chair; Elizabeth Craig McCormack, Vice Chair; Suzanne Thomas 
Mr. Blanchard’s audio was not working and he could not be heard, therefore, Ms. Craig McCormack called the Wenham 
Housing Authority to order at 6:47 pm.  Also present: Paula Mountain, Director Wenham Housing Authority  
Mr. Therrien was present and spoke on his application to serve on the Wenham Housing Authority. 
Ms. Carr was present and spoke on her application to serve on the Wenham Housing Authority. 
Vote: The Wenham Housing Authority voted unanimously 3-0-0 by roll call pursuant to MGL C.121B, §5 and C.41, §11, to appoint Martha 
Carr to fill the vacancy on the Housing Authority until May 6, 2021. 
 
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously 3-0-0 by roll call pursuant to MGL C.121B, §5 and C.41, §11, to appoint Michael Therrien to 
fill the vacancy on the Housing Authority until May 6, 2021. 
 
Ms. Mountain cited Mr. Blanchard’s’ technical connectivity difficulty and the absence of Susan Herrick, and proposed that the 
vote be postponed for a full commission and it was agreed to do so.  
 
• Appointments 
o Appointment: Council on Aging Board – Roseann Brozenske 
This is the annual appointment process for the Council on Aging. There is one vacancy for (3) year term.  
Ms. Brozenske serves as a Registrar and may not serve on anther board/committee at the same time. No action was taken. 
 
o Discussion and potential approval to appoint John C. Ward as provisional call firefighter 

Ø Letter of Recommendation from Chief Kavanagh, September 16, 2020 
Chief Kavanagh spoke on credentials of Mr. Ward and recommended he be appointed.  
Voted: The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to appoint John C. Ward as a provisional call firefighter effective September 22, 2020. 
 
• Discussion and potential approval to update job description within the DPW from Mechanic to Mechanic/Group Leader  

Ø Job Description – Mechanic/Group Leader  
Vote: The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to approve the Mechanic/Group Leader job description and appoint Patrick Nolan to said 
position effective September 14, 2020. 
 
• Discussion regarding the draft Wenham Human Rights Commission Policy 

Ø Draft Policy  
Kristen Alexander, Larch Row, was present and gave a brief overview of the Hamilton-Wenham Human Rights Coalition, that 
was recently formed and is now forming as a 501c4 none profit. The group members also drove the formation of the North 
Shore chapter of the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) and have worked with the towns 
on a number of events.  With limitations to what the Coalition can do as a nonprofit, the Coalition has requested that the 
Towns of Wenham and Hamilton form a Human Rights Commission.  After working with the Town of Hamilton and the 
Coalition, the draft policy was presented for a first reading. The request is for the Board of Selectmen to adopt the policy. 
Deputy Chief DiNapoli worked closely with the members and spoke in support of the formation of the Commission. Mr. 
Cheeseman explained that the town is seeking legal opinion if a student under the age of 18 may be a voting member and the 
Board of Selectmen would delay action. 
Mr. Cheeseman went on to say although there were proposals to include member representation from the i.e. COA, and 
Housing Authority, the Board of Selectmen will probably narrow the Commission down to seven members, given the size of 
Wenham, with the Police Chief being the official member plus six appointments made by the Board of Selectmen. 
Other comments from the public via email were welcomed.  
 
• October 17, 2020 Special Town Meeting (STM) 
Discuss and set meeting date to vote on reducing the quorum (currently 120 voters) 

Ø Wenham Board of Board of Selectmen Notice of Meeting to Consider Reducing quorum for October 17, 2020 STM 
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Mr. Ansaldi explained that the ACT of 2020 permits Municipalities to reduce a town meeting quorum during the state of 
emergency. A notice of the meeting must be posted seven days in advance., The BOS discussed reducing the quorum at their 
meetings on September 8, 2020 and September 22, 2020, at which time the Town Administrator was directed to post notice to 
discussion / vote to reduce the quorum for the STM on September 29th at 6:30 pm. 
The current quorum for Town Meeting is 120 registered voters of the Town.  Mr. Wilhelm suggested, “with some trepidation” 
the quorum be reduced to 90 residents for the October 17, 2020 STM to avoid a failed town meeting. The selectmen 
acknowledged that with public interest in the Citizen’s Petition (Opening School) it seems more likely many residents will 
attend, therefore the STM will be held under a tent at Pingree Park.   
Residents may submit comments via email to the Town Administrator office.  
  
• Citizens Petition (new) – Requested by Dan Pasquarello 

Ø Petition for Action by the Voters of the Town of Wenham to Require the Board of Health to Adhere to State Guidance 
for the Opening and Operation of Schools, submitted to the Town Clerk on September 17, 2020, including signatures 
of 119 registered voters (Confirmed) 

Ø Email KP Law, Attorney Goldberg to BOS, Opinion on Citizen Petition. 
 
Mr. Ansaldi read the Citizen Petition as submitted. 
Mr. Pasquarello spoke on the petition and noted there was a parallel petition in the Town of Hamilton.  
Mr. Pasquarello summarized that the Hamilton and Wenham Boards of Health recommended more stringent local metrics to 
the HWRSD Superintendent which differed from the state guidelines, and resulted in the Hamilton Wenham Regional School 
District (HWRSD) becoming a “red” community, and going from hybrid learning to all remote learning.  
Mr. Pasquarello reviewed the differences between the state guidelines and the Boards of Health metrics and alleged there was no 
scientific information to support the Boards of Health’s recommendations or to reject the Key Municipality Standards. 
Mr. Ansaldi read Legal Counsel’s (KP Law) opinion as requested by the Selectmen. Ms. Goldberg found that the petition 
complied with M.G.L. Chapter 39 §10 and must be put on the STM Warrant., but further opined that the petition may only be 
viewed as a sense of the meeting and was not mandatory and town meeting does not have the authority to limit the Board of 
Health’s authority to issue any guidance rules or regulation it deems necessary to protect the public from the spread of infectious 
disease. Ms. Goldberg’s email went on more specifically citing case law and M.G.L. used to form the opinion.  
Ms. Bailey responded to comments and explained the Superintendent has the authority to open and close schools for the safety 
of students and is doing this under the advice of the BOH and her advisory team, including public health nurses, facility 
director, school committee, and two members of teacher’s union. 
Ms. Bailey went on to review how the metrics are used and observed that with school choice students and staff from more than 
40 communities is an important consideration. Ms. Bailey opined this petition would not impact the opening / closing of 
schools which lies solely with the Superintendent. 
Mr. Pasquarello added that if town meeting votes to approve the petition, the decision is with the State Attorney General’s 
Office, but acknowledged the petition may only be advisory. 
Public Health Nurse, Ms. Ting, reviewed that this has been a process and when the BOH were asked to provide information to 
the School Committee to help guide the decision process when moving between models of learning; this was done back in July 
when there was no guidance from the state to guide the metrics; DESE is clear that school districts should be working closely 
with their BOH to make the best decisions for their community.   
Ms. Banios echoed what was previously said, and reiterated that this is learning process.  There is a wide range of perspectives to 
balance and ultimately looking at data to make decisions and this is posted weekly to show trend lines and avoid sudden changes 
to allow alerts to the community and a shift may be necessary. 
The school is scheduled to change to the hybrid mode on October 1. 
 
• Review and potential vote to make recommendations on Articles  

Ø Warrant for Special Town Meeting October 17, 2020  
 

1. Use of Free Cash to Fund FY2021 Capital Improvement Program  
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to town meeting.  3-0-0 
 

2. Transfer from Water Surplus for water related Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) Hardware and software 
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to town meeting.  3-0-0 
 

3. Bylaw Amendment; Recodify General Bylaws 
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to town meeting.  3-0-0 
 

4. Zoning Bylaw Amendment: Recodify Zoning Bylaws  
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to town meeting.  3-0-0 
 
5. Local Adoption: Meals Excise Tax  
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This would not have administrative cost to the town as the tax is collected by the state and potentially could bring $15,000 of 
revenue to the town.  
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to town meeting.  3-0-0 
 

6. Local Adoption: Room Occupancy Tax   
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to town meeting.  3-0-0 
 

7. Easement for National Grid on Town of Wenham Property   
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to town meeting.  3-0-0 
 

8. Citizen Petition – BOS increase from three to five members  
The petitioner did not go through the correct process and this article was deemed by Town Council to be non-binding.  
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to recommend unfavorable action to town meeting.  3-0-0 
 

9. Citizen Petition – School/ BOH   
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to recommend unfavorable action to town meeting. 3-0-0 
 
• Vote to close warrant  

Ø General Law – Part 1 Title VII Chapter 39, Section 10 
Vote: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call, pursuant to M.G.L. C.39 10 to close the warrant for the Special Town Meeting, 
Saturday October 17, 2020 at Pingree Park (Main Street) starting at 10am and to direct that the constable to post said warrant forthwith.  
 
• Discussion and potential vote on accepting the gazebo donation  
Mr. Robert Tambone, President of Atlantic Tambone Real Estate would like to donate a Gazebo, originally designated for 
Wenham Pines, to the Town at a location to be determined. 

Ø Legal Notice Chronicle and Transcript  
Ø Specs and photo of similar gazebo 

The Board of Selectmen held a public hearing on September 15, 2020 to receive comments from residents. 
Mr. Wilhelm did not elaborate but stated there was new information and the BOS deferred this discussion to a future meeting. 
 
• Discussion and Potential vote on adopting/and or make changes to policies in the Employee Handbook 
According to the Section II (Legal Affairs) of the Town’s By-laws, a public hearing, notice of which is to be published at least 
(7) days prior to the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the town, shall be held prior to the adoption or change of 
any Personnel Policy.  The Board of Selectmen conducted a public hearing on September 15, 2020 on the following policies: 

Ø Equal Employment Opportunity, Anti-Discrimination and Harassment (including Sexual Harassment) Policy  
Ø Electronic Communications and Information Technology Acceptable Usage Policy  
Ø Family Medical Leave Act  

 
Mr. Cheeseman reviewed that the proposed policy updates were discussed at the public hearing September 15, 2020. All the 
discussion and input from the public was on the Sexual Harassment Policy.  Once concern that the use of the word 
“employees” and if this included committee & board members and elected officials.  Town Counsel was consulted and the term 
“employee” under Massachusetts state law is a broad definition and applies to all personnel involved in Wenham government. 
Mr. Cheeseman suggested the policies be approved as originally published.  
 
Vote: The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to accept the changes to the employee handbook covering the three items of Equal Employment 
Opportunity and Discrimination Harassment Policy, secondly the Electronic Communication Information Technology Acceptable Usage Policy, and 
the Family Medical Leave Act as drafted prior to the public hearing.  
 
• Adjournment: The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to adjourn at 8:19 pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by  
Catherine Tinsley  
10.3.2020 


